Here is What You  Need  to Remember About the FCAT Waiver

· The FCAT waiver allows the IEP team to waive the FCAT graduation if the team feels a student, who has mastered the grade 10 Sunshine State Standards, is not receiving an accurate assessment of his/her abilities through the FCAT testing.

· The FCAT waiver is for ESE students only

· 504 students cannot receive a waiver

· General Ed students cannot receive a waiver

· The FCAT waiver is for ESE students seeking a standard high school diploma.
· The IEP team makes the decision to waive the required passing score for purposes of receiving a standard HS diploma. They make this decision during the second semester of the student’s senior year and complete the FCAT Waiver Form.

· A passing score for FCAT Reading is 1926 (scaled score of 300) or above.

· A passing score for FCAT Math is 1889 (scaled score of 300) or above.

· To be considered for the FCAT waiver, the student must participate in the March administration of the FCAT during his/her senior year and have taken each section of the FCAT at least twice. However, students can retake the FCAT as many times as they want, until they pass it.

· If the student passes one section (math) but not the other (reading) then one section only can be waived.

· Students who wish to graduate by receiving a score comparable to the FCAT passing score on the ACT or SAT must take the FCAT at least 3 times before using this option.

· Students cannot receive a waiver after graduation.  But if the student is under the age of 22 and graduated with a special diploma or received a certificate of completion, the student may re-enroll.

